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	Notice of Race


Think of a Notice of Race as a contract between the Regatta Committee and the potential competitor.  It should therefore include all of the information that someone would need in deciding whether or not to spend their time and treasure to attend the event.  For this reason, it should be provided well ahead of time – see Master Planning Schedule – and should not contain any significant last minute changes.

In producing a Notice of Race for Ontario Sailing events, the following guidelines and criteria will need to be considered.

1. Rules:
Although the Racing Rules of Sailing specify that the Organizing Authority (Regatta Committee) is responsible for publishing the Notice of Race - RRS 88.2 (a), the contents of the Notice of Race count as rules.  The Sailing Instructions – published by the Race Committee - RRS 89.2 (a), also count as rules.  Therefore, in order to avoid conflicts with rules, the development of the Notice of Race should be a cooperative effort that includes the senior race officer (PRO or RO as the case may be).  Since the Protest Committee is responsible for resolving disputes, it is good policy to have the Chief Judge review the Notice of Race so that unintended ambiguities can be resolved ahead of time. 
2. Entry Fees:
There should only be one all inclusive fee.  It is not reasonable for a competitor to arrive at a regatta site,  only to learn that there will be additional charges for such things as camping on club property, parking, or storage of boats and trailers.  Reasonable late registration fees or other incentives are an acceptable means of encouraging early registrations and thereby assisting regatta organizers with the planning of an event.

The Entry Fees for an Ontario Sailing event should not exceed $20 - $30 per person per day, including food.  The Notice of Race should specify exactly what the competitor can expect to receive for their entry fee.  If a meal on the evening of the first day is included, say so; if not, also say so.  Ditto for such items as on the water lunches (see below), complimentary T Shirts, etc.


3. On Water Food and Drink:
On water lunches are optional.  However, if a club is intent on providing food on the water, it is recommended that in place of the normal “on water regatta lunch” that a snack boat provide, at the request of the competitors between races, a choice of water, fruit and a carbohydrate such as a bagel/muffin.  In addition, all committee boats should have sufficient quantities of bottled water available.  This change should be detailed in the Notice of Race.

The following is a standard template for producing a Notice of Race for Ontario Sailing events.  Any changes to this format should be discussed with Ontario Sailing ahead of time.

	STANDARD NOTICE OF RACE

Ontario Sailing Events

	Provide the answers to the parts in italics only.

The parts in BOLD must remain as shown unless agreed to by Ontario Sailing

	-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

	Name of Regatta:
	Ontario 99 & Under Single/Double Handed Championship

	Location:
	Muddy Beach Yacht Squadron , Lost Lake Ontario, M8Y 1L0 

                              www.MBYS.on.ca.org

	Date:
	February 29, 2006

	Organizing Authority:
	Muddy Beach Yacht Squadron & Ontario Sailing

	Contact:
	Dock Peters tel: (999) 555 1111   fax: (999) 555 2222 

                              email: dpeters@sympatico.ca

	Accommodation:
	Free camping on club property

	Rules:
	The regatta will be governed by the ‘rules’ as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing.

	Classes:
	Flatboard 15, Suicide Tailspin , Lilly Pond Skiff

	Eligibility:
	Must be a member of a Club that complies with RRS 75. 

Must be under the age of  99 on December 31, 2006.

	Inspection & Measurement:
	Yachts may be inspected at any time during the regatta.

	Registration/Sailing Instructions:
	0000 hrs - 0900 hrs on February 29, 2006 

Sailing Instructions will be provided at registration.

	Fee:
	$25. per person. Includes used T Shirts, Bag Lunches and a great steak dinner. Plates, knives, and forks are extra.

	Skippers' Meeting:
	1000 hrs - February 29, 2006

	First Race (first day):
	1100 hrs - February 29, 2006

	First Race (second & third day):
	1000 hrs - March 1-2, 2006

	Series Format:
	A maximum of 7 races are scheduled.  1 or more races constitute a series.  1 drop with 5 or more races.

	Scoring:
	Low Point Scoring System (RRS Appendix A).

	Prizes:
	Ontario Sailing Medallions for the top three finishers. Other awards may also be presented.
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