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Sailing Superstars Featured at 2006 Toronto Boat Show

Four-time America’s Cup winner Dennis Conner talks about the art of winning 

(Toronto) November 16, 2005—The 48th annual Toronto International Boat Show—one of the largest shows of its kind in North America—is all about inspiration.  Covering a half a million square feet at the National Trade Centre January 14-22, how could it be anything but inspirational?  Canada’s pre-eminent celebration of all things marine proves it again in 2006 by featuring some of the most respected names in sailing including Dennis Conner, the only living four-time winner of the America’s Cup.

While Conner’s achievements on and off the water qualify him as perhaps sailing’s greatest superstar, he also doubles as one of sporting life’s most compelling speakers.  In addition to his incredible America’s Cup record, Conner boasts the world speed record in the 130-mile Newport Beach to Ensenada race plus a Bronze Medal from the 1976 Olympics.  He also set a Star Class record in Kiel, Germany in 1977 when he scored five consecutive first-place finishes against 89 boats—a personal best for Conner and a record never equaled.  

Dennis Conner has delivered his thought-provoking and motivating presentation, The Art of Winning: Dennis Conner’s World of Sailing, to many Fortune 500 executives.  He draws upon his obvious expertise, devout sense of teamwork and absolute commitment to illustrate what it takes to be A Winner.  Conner speaks Friday, January 20th at 6pm and Saturday, January 21st at 11am.

A world-class sailor in his own right, Gary Jobson is scheduled to address boating enthusiasts Tuesday, January 17th at 6pm.  Jobson is best known as ESPN’s sailing commentator, something at which he has excelled since 1985.  In 1988, he received an Emmy Award for his coverage of yachting at the Olympic Games in South Korea.  In addition to that coveted award, Jobson was inducted into the America’s Cup Hall of Fame by the Herreshoff Museum, and in 1999, he won the Nathaniel G. Herreshoff Trophy given each year to the individual who has made an outstanding contribution to the sport of sailing in the United States.  

Jobson’s enthusiasm for sailing is unbridled.  Over the past 25 years, he has given nearly 2000 lectures and has led ambitious expeditions to the Arctic, Antarctica and Cape Horn.

This year – and maybe more so than any other year -- one of the Boat Show’s most inspiring speakers will be the incredible Tania Aebi, the youngest person ever (and first American woman) to sail around the world solo.  

Before embarking on this incredible journey, Aebi was an 18-year old dropout who was going nowhere until her father presented her with a challenge: he would gave her the choice of a college education or a 26-foot sloop to sail around the world alone.  Aebi chose the boat! 

For two years it was her home as she negotiated the elements, illness and fear until she arrived victorious in New York City’s harbour.  This amazing tale of personal endurance became the basis for her book about the voyage as well as her speech, both titled Maiden Voyage.  Aebi is scheduled to speak Saturday, January 14th and Sunday, January 15th at 12 noon.  More inspiration can be found at all three seminar stages featuring over 100 presentations during the Toronto Boat Show.

For the entire seminar schedule, show information, attractions and product highlights, visit www.torontoboatshow.com or call (905) 951-0009
The Toronto International Boat Show is produced by NMMA Canada, a division of the National Marine Manufacturers Association (NMMA).  NMMA is the leading association representing the North American recreational boating industry.  NMMA member companies produce more than 80% of the boats, engines, trailers and marine accessories used by boaters and anglers in the U.S.A. and Canada.  The association is dedicated to industry growth through research, public policy, product quality assurance and marketing programs that benefit the North American boating community. 

-30- 

Media Contact:

Sam Taus    
Holmes Creative Communications    
416-628-5612
staus@hccink.com

Chris McDowall
Holmes Creative Communications
416-628-5648
cmcdowall@hccink.com

Dennis Connor





Gary Jobson








